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LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sirs: 

We filed a Petition to Make Special on August 21, 2006, a copy of which is attached 
hereto along with the confirmation of receipt from the United States Patent & Trademark Office. 

Initially our case was not in PAIR, but recently has been listed in PAIR. We noted that 
the Petition to Make Special was not listed and we contacted Examiner David Bucci in the 
Petitions Department. We brought this to the attention of Examiner Bucci and he verified that 
there was no record of our Petition to Make Special. Examiner Bucci suggested that we file 
again the Petition to Make Special along with this cover letter bringing this matter to the 
attention of the United States Patent Office. 

Our client is seeking a prompt examination and is presently concerned about the failure 
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of the US Patent Office to acknowledge receipt of our Petition in its records. We requested an 
accelerated review of this matter as a result of the Patent Office error. 

If there are any questions about this matter we would appreciate being directly contacted. 

Very truly yours, 

SNELL & WILMER L.L.P. 



/^Sep 
/^Regis 




e^h^Prree 
Registration No. 25,124 
600 Anton Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Telephone: (714)427-7420 
Facsimile: (714)427-7799 
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a r I Patent Examiner. 

In re Application 01. 



Hiroshi Yahata et al. 

Serial No.: 10/561,314 

Filed: December 19, 2005 

For- RECORDING MEDIUM, 

REPRODUCTION APPARATUS, 
RECORDING METHOD, AND 
REPRODUCTION METHOD 



Group Art Unit: 2176 



August 21, 2006 

Costa Mesa, California 92626 



PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 

VIA FACSIMILE 
1-571-273-8300 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sirs: 

This petition to make special is being submitted in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.102(d) in 
order to accelerate examination of the above-identified application. Submitted below are items 
(A) through (E) as required pursuant to MPEP § 708.02(VIII): 

A. FEE 

Submitted with this petition to make special is the fee set forth in 37 CFR § 1.17(h). 

B. SJNGI J£ INVENTION 

In the event that the Office determines that all the claims presented are not obviously 
directed to a single invention, it is hereby submitted that the Applicants will make an election 
without traverse as a prerequisite to the grant of special status. 



1 



Patent 
92478-8400 



c Ppy-FXAMIN^TON SEARCH 

A search report issue, by a foreign patent office in a corresponding foreign — 

been made of record. 

D rnPV OF REFERENCES 

Mrtdhth «^ te — whichhaveaheadybcenmadeofrecordand 

related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims: 

. JT 2003-513538 corresponding to WO 01/3,497 (hereinafter "Ruben Gonzales") 
. JP 2002-533000 corresponding, to WO 00/36600 (hereinafter «De Haan et ah") 
JP 2001-332006 (hereinafter "Shiraishi et ah") 
J P 9-81118 (hereinafter "Ishiguro") 
E rtFTV EDDISCjJgSISB 

Provided next is a detaded discussion which pomts out, with the particu.anhy retired by 

four category "A" references. 

One of the objects of the present ,nven,,on is to pro.de an interactive control technology 
fot combining an interactive drsplay with a motion picture [S ee Specification a, page 1 (lines 

6-12)]. , , . , 

According* one embodiment of the present invention as recited in independent Cm! 
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data sets each forcing a group of graphics data which renders a predetermined state of the 
graphical bntton materials; and the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders different 
predetermined states of the graphical button materials. 

It is submitted that remaining independent claims 5 and 9-1 1 of the present application 
similarly recite the aforementioned features. 

By providing the aforementioned arrangement of the plurality of graphics data sets for 
rendering and displaying the graphic button materials, the present invention is able to achieve a 
smooth and quick rendering of graphical button materials overlayed with a motion picture, 
thereby providing a very enjoyable interacttve experience for a user a watehing motion picture 
[see FIG. 13-17 and Specification page 3 (line 12) - page 4 (line 17)]. 

I, is submitted that the aforementioned features recited in each of independent claims 1, 5 
and 9-11, as well as the above deseribed advantages resultant therefrom, are not disclosed or 
suggested by the four category "A" references, either taken alone or in combination, for at least 
the following reasons. 

The Ruben Gonzales reference discloses providing software playback of streaming video 
„„ a low processing/power mobile device such as a genera, purpose handheld device without the 
aid of specialized DSP or custom hardware as an object of the invention [see Specification at 
page 5 (lines 13-17)]. According to the Ruben Gonzales invention, a packet stream may include 
not only a video packet stream but also a text packet stream, audio packet stream, music packet 
stream and/or graphics packet streams [see FIG. 1 and Specification at pages 34-35], The 
method comprises the steps of combining packet streams into an object which contains control 
information, placing a plura.ity of the objects into a data stream, grouping one or more of the 
data streams in a scene which includes forma, definition as the initial packet in a sequence of 
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packets, and converting the data into a file [see FIGS. 4-6 and Specification at page 38 (line 6) - 
page 41 (line 27)]. An encoder for executing the method is provided together with a player or 
decoder for decoding the file, which can be wirelessly streamed to a portable computer device, 
such as mobile phone or a PDA. Thus, object controls can provide rendering and interactive 
controls for objects allowing users to control dynamic media composition, such as dictating the 
shape and content of interleaved video objects, and control of the objects received [see FIG. 12 
and Specification at page 51 (line 21) - page 53 (line 5)]. 

Accordingly, the main object of the Ruben Gonzales invention is quite different from the 
present invention in that the Ruben Gonzales invention is directed towards providing a high 
performance and low complexity software video codec for wirelessly connected mobile devices 
[see Specification at page 5 (lines 18-22)]. 

The present invention on the other hand is directed towards an interactive control 
technology for combining an interactive display with a motion picture. 

Thus, it is submitted that the Ruben Gonzales reference fails to disclose or suggest a 
graphics stream which represents an interactive display including a plurality of graphical button 
materials to be overlayed with a motion picture wherein: the graphics stream includes a plurality 
of graphics data sets each forming a group of graphics data which renders a predetermined state 
of the graphical button materials; and the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders 
different predetermined states of the graphical button materials, as recited in independent claims 
1, 5 and 9-1 1 of the present application. 

The De Haan et al. reference discloses an apparatus for playing back a record carrier 
having recorded thereon a first stream of data representing in a video item, a second stream of 
data representing a graphics item and a control program for controlling interactive playback of 
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the items [see FIG. 1 and Specification at page 7 (lines 23-29)]. The program recorded on the 
record carrier has first and second program portions. The first program portion comprises 
primary data relating to shape properties of a graphics object [see Specification at page 15 (lines 
24-25)]. The second program portion is to be executed after the first program portion in case of 
compliance of user input with a predetermined condition specified in the program. The second 
program portion specifies a visual feedback in response to the user Input [see Specification at 
page 16 (lines 8-17)]. Thus, the De Haan et al. apparatus reproduces the record carrier and can 
enable the Visual feedback upon receiving a user input and a structure of the first/second 
program is provided to improve a response of feedback of the user input. 

Accordingly, unlike the present invention, the De Haan et al. reference is directed 
towards the purpose of merely providing interactive playback of graphics data and video data 
contained on a recorded medium according to user input [see FIG. 4 and Specification at page 19 
(lines 1-24)], whereas the present invention is directed towards an interactive control technology 
for combining an interactive display with a motion picture. 

It thus submitted that the De Haan et al. reference fails to disclose or suggest a graphics 
stream which represents an interactive display including a plurality of graphical button materials 
to be overlayed with a motion picture wherein: the graphics stream includes a plurality of 
graphics data sets each forming a group of graphics data which renders a predetermined state of 
the graphical button materials; and the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders 
different predetermined states of the graphical button materials, as recited in independent claims 
1, 5 and 9-11 of the present application. 

The Shiraishi et al. reference discloses a background image capturing system [see 
Paragraph 54 of Abstract]. More specifically, this reference discloses a system enabling a user to 
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utilize desired pictures/images as background images [see Paragraph 57 of Abstract]. The 
system enables such pictures/images to be captured as part of image reproduced from a 
DVD-disk and such pictures/images can be displayed as the background image when videos are 
not being reproduced from the disk either during a standby state prior to the start of the video 
reproduction or during a stop state [see "Solution" section in Paragraph 57 of Abstract]. Thus, it 
is quite clear that the purpose and objective of the Shiraishi et al. invention is quite different from 
that of the presently claimed invention. 

Thus, the Shiraishi et al. reference merely discloses an invention directed towards the use 
of pictures/images as background images either during a standby state or prior to the start of 
video reproduction. However, this reference fails to disclose or suggest a graphics stream which 
represents an interactive display including a plurality of graphical button materials to be 
overlayed with a motion picture wherein: the graphics stream includes a plurality of graphics 
data sets each forming a group of graphics date which renders a predetermined state of the 
graphical button materials; and the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders different 
predetermined states of the graphical button materials, as recited in independent claims 1, 5 and 
9-1 1 of the present application. 

The Ishiguro reference discloses an image control device for improving the processing 
speed without using a high-speed CPU [see Paragraph 54 of Abstract]. In greater detail, the 
Ishiguro reference discloses an image control device capable of displaying an object A image of 
a character which is not changed and object B image of a character which can be changed. A 
character string alteration processing is disclosed such that the character of the image B is 
rewritten by changing a character name in a code of the object B image and the character of the 
image B is deleted by designating a color block in the code as a transparent color code [see 
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"Solution" section in Paragraph 57 of Abstract]. Thus, it is quite clear that the purpose and 
objective of the Ishiguro et al. invention is quite different from that of the presently claimed 
invention. 

Accordingly, it is submitted that the Ishiguro et al. reference fails to disclose or suggest a 
graphics stream which represents an interactive display including a plurality of graphical button 
materials to be overlayed with a motion picture wherein: the graphics stream includes a plurality 
of graphics data sets each forming a group of graphics data which renders a predetermined state 
of the graphical button materials; and the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders 
different predetermined states of the graphical button materials, as recited in independent claims 
1, 5 and 9-11 of the present application. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is submitted that the aforementioned four prior art 
references cited as category "A" references in the foreign search report, taken either alone or in 
combination, fail to disclose or suggest a graphics stream which represents an interactive display 
including a plurality of graphical button materials to be overlayed with a motion picture wherein: 
the graphics stream includes a plurality of graphics data sets each forming a group of graphics 
data which renders a predetermined state of the graphical button materials; and the plurality of 
graphics data sets respectively renders different predetermined states of the graphical button 
materials, as recited in independent claims 1, 5 and 9-1 1 of the present application. 
CONCLUSION 

In view of satisfying each of requirements (A) through (E) above, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to grant this petition to make special and accelerate examination of this 
application. 
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Moreover, it is submitted that the present invention as recited in independent claims 1, 5 
and 9-11, as well as the claims dependent thereon, is clearly allowable and the Examiner is 
kindly requested to promptly pass this case to issuance. 

In the event that the Examiner has any comments or suggestion of a nature to expedite 
prosecution of this application, the Examiner is kindly requested to contact the Applicants 
undersigned representative. 

It is believed that applicant has satisfied the requirements for the request for Petition to 
Make Special and if there are any questions with regards to this matter, the undersigned attorney 
would appreciate a telephone conference and can be reached at the phone number listed below. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is Very truly yours, 



being transmitted via facsimile to the 
USPTO at 571-273-8300 on August 21, 
2006. 



SNELL & WILMER L.L.P. 



By: 




Sharon Farnus 



Signature 
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Dear Sirs: 

Prior to the examination of the merits of the above-identified case, please 
above-identified Application as follows: 
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TN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A recording medium comprising a graphics stream; 

a gra phics stream which represents an interactive display including a 
plurality of graphical button materials to be o verla yed with a motion picture 
wherein: said graphics stream represents an interactive di s play to be overlayed 
with a motion picture made of a plurality of pictures, fee interactive display 
including at l e ast on e gra p hi c al button ma t eri al; 

said graphics stream includes a plurality of pieees-ef-graphics data sets 
each forming a proun of graphics data which re nd e r s a p red etermined state of said 
gra phical button materials that arc grouped under state sets; and 

the state sots respectively correspond to different states of the at least one 
button material and are dispos e d in a sequential order- 
ed plurality of g ra phics data sets respectively renders different 
predetermined states of said graphical button materials. 

2. (Currently Amended) The recording medium of Claim 1 , wherein: 

said different predetermined [[the]] states are respectively a normal state, a 

selected state, and an active state; and 

the-state -sajd plurality of gra phics data sets die resp ectiv e ly a norm a l s tate 

se t; a s e l e ct e d sta t e set; an active state se t nnrl are disposed in an order of the 

ajiormal-state set, the a selected-state set, and the an active-state set. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The recording medium of Claim [[2]] 1, further 
com prising plav list, information, wherein: 

sajd pla y list information includes m ain-path information and sub-path 

information; 

ga iH main- path information indicates a v i de o st ream as a main stream and 
defines a re production section of the main stream; 

said sub- path information indicates said gr ap hic s stream as a sub stream 
which synchronizes with said mai n stream, defines a reproduction section of said 
snh stream and includes reprodu ction information; 

said re production information i n dicates a synchronization point on a 
re production time axis of said m ain stream: and 

ga id interactive displ ay is represente d to be overlaved with a picture of 
said video stream in said re production section of said main stream. 

t he g r aphico s tre a m further includes state control information uood to 
c ontrol the otato of the at least one button material, the state control information 
b ei ng dispo se d in front of the plmality of pieces of graphics data; and 

wh e n a button material to b e in a sel e cted state in an initial display of t h e 
i nteractive display by d e fault ia determined, graphics data constituting th e 
luluulud state of the bnttn n material te ^ m a selected state in the initial display i s 
d is pos e d first in the select e d state set; a nd 

t he s tat e control information includes specification information us e d to 
specify the but t on material to be in a selected state in th e initi a l dis play 
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4. (Currently Amended) The recording medium of Claim [[2]] 3, further 
comprising a read-only optical disk, wherein: 

said video stream is recoded on a read- only optical disk; and 
gajd gra phics stream and said video stream a re recorded on said recording 
medium which is a r ewritable disk- 
said graphics str e am further includ e d state control information us e d to 
control the states of the at least one button material, the state control information 
being dispos e d in front of the plurality of pieces of graphics data; and 

wh e n a button material to be in a selected state in an initial display of the 
interactive display by default dynamically changes, the state sets arc not provided 
in any particular order; and 

the state control information includes specification information used to 
indicate that the button material to be in a selected state in the initial display by 
default dynamically changes. 

5. (Currently Amended) A reproduction apparatus for reproducing a video 
stream and a graphics stream, said reproduction apparatus comprising: 

a video decoder operable to d e code the video stream into a motion picture 
made of a plurality of pictures; and 

a graphics d e coder operable to cause an interactive display to be display e d 
ov c rlaycd with th e motion pi ctur e, the interactive display including at l e ast one graphi ca l bu tton 
material ^ 
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a graphic decoder oper able, to decode the graphics stream which 
re presents an interactive, disnlav including a plurali ty of g ra ph ical button materials 
to he overlaved with a motion pictu re, wherein: 

the graphics stream includes a plurality of p iec e s of graphics data that are 
giuuyc d und er state setsj gra phics data sets each f orming a g roup of graphics data 
whir.h renders a pr edetermined state of the graphical button materials; 

fljg^iate isets res p e ctivel y corres pond to different states of the at lcasf gne 
button mat e rial and are djsgesed in a seq uential order; and 

fog plurality of graphi cs data sets respectively renders different 
predetermined states of the gra phi cal but ton materials; and 

said graphics decoder uses the graphics data respectively belonging to a 
top set and a second-place set in the stete-seterphiralify of graphics data sets for 
presenting [[the]] an initial display of the interactive display, and uses the 
graphics data belonging to remaining ones of state-sets the pluralit y of graphics 
data sets for updating the interactive display upon a user operation. 

6. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus of Claim 5 , wherein: 
the different predetermined states are respectively a normal state, a selected state, 
and an active state; 

the plurality of graphi c data sets are - dis posed in an order of a normal- 
state set, a selected-state s et, and an active-state set; 
said graphics decoder includes: 
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a graphics processor operable to decode the plurality of pieces of graphics 



data; 



an object buffer operable to store a plu r ality of pieces of decompressed 
graphics data obtained by the decoding; 

a graphics plane operable to store at least some of the pieces of th e 
decompressed graphics data that are to be overlayed with the motion picture; and 

a control unit operable to r 

en able fee in itial disp la y n f the interactive d is p l a y to be pr esent ^ by 
c ontrolling to ove i lay, with the motion picture, d eeumpi-e sscd graphic rlntn 
res pe ctive ly b e longin g lo the top state se t and the se cond pla c e stat e act wh ich has 
been written to the graphics plane from said object buffer; and 

en able the interactive display to be updated, by co ntrolling to overlyn , 
with the motion picture, decompressed graphics data bel o ng i ng to the rem ainin g 
o n e s of the state s e ts which has b e en written to the g rap hics plane fr om nnid 
object buffer - . - 

a graphics controller operable to write the decompressed graphics data in a 
graphics data set for rendering the selected state to said graphics plane. 

7. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus of Claim 6, fiirther 
commising a video decoder which decodes the video stream and reads play list information 
recorded on n recording medium, wherein: 

fog pjay list information includes m ain-path information and sub-path 

information; 
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the, main information indicates the video stream as a main stream and 
defines a reproduction section of the main stream, the video stream includes 
pictures; 

the sub- path information indicates the graphics stream as a sub stream 
which synchronizes with the main stream , defines a reproduction section of the 
sub stream and includes reproduc tion information; 

the re production information indicates a synchronization point on a 
reproduction time axis of the main stream; and 

the interactive display is represented to be overlayed with a picture of the 
video stream in the reproduction se ction of the main stream. 

the statco ar c r e spectively a normal otato, a selected state, and an active 
state; and 

the state s o ts are r e spectively a normal state sot, a s e l e cted state sot, and an 
ac tive stat e s e t, and arc disp o se in nn order ef fee nnrmnl state net, tho s o l o cted 
state set, and th e active stat e set; 

the graphics stream further includ e s state control information us e d to 
control th o states of the at least ono button mat e rial; and 

when the stat e control information includes doscription specifying a button 
material to be in a selected state in the initial display by default, th e graphi cs 
d e coder performs tho initial display using (a) graphics data in the scl c ct o d state 
set corresponding to the button material to be in a selected state in th o initial 
display, and (b) graphics data in th o normal stato s o t corresponding to any other 
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button mat e rial than the button material to be in a selected state in the initial 



8. (Currently Amended) The reproduction apparatus of Claim 7, wherein: 
the video stream is recorded on a read-only optical disk; and 
the tn-a phics stream and the video stream are recorded on a recording 
medium which is a rewritable disk. 

^a id lunuo l unit, upon com pletion of d e coding of the fir s t graphics data of 
the select e d state s e t, performs (i) cl e aring of the gr ap hi c s plan e , and (ii) r iding 
from said obj e ct buffer, and writing to the cleared graphics plane (a) th e graphics 
data in the selected state set corresponding to the button material to be in a 
selected state in the initially display, and (b) the graphics data in the normal state 
set corresponding to any other button material than the button material to be in a 
s e lected state in the initial display. 

9. (Currently Amended) A recording method for recording to a recording 
medium, said method comprising: 

creating application data; and 

recording the created application data to the recording medium; wherein: 
the application data includes a graphics stream; 

the graphics stream represents an interactive display to be overlayed with 
a motion picture-m ade uf a p lu r ality of pictures, the interactive display including 
ntlnnnt on e a plurality of graphical button materials; 
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the graphic stream includes a plurality of pieces of graphics data t 
jrmpr rl under state sets sets each forming a group-of graphics data which renders 
a predetermined state of the g raphical button materials; and 

t he otatc sets r e spectively correspond to different stat e s of the at least on e 
button mat e rial and are disposed in a sequential order. 

thP plurality of graphics data se ts respectively renders different 
predetermined states of the graphical button mat erials. 

10. (Currently Amended) A program embodied on a computer readable, 
medium for enabling a computer to reproduce a vid e o str e am and a graphics stream, said 
program comprising code operable to cause the computer to perform: 

a decoding ofjhe v4dee graphics stream into a motion picture made of a 
plurality of pictures ; and 

a display of an interactive display to be overlayed with a motion picture, 
the interactive display including a t least on e a plurality of graphical button 
materials; 

wherein: 

[ he graphies str e am in cl udes a plurality of pieces of graphics data that ar e 
grouped under state sets; 

fee state s e ts r es pectively correspond to different states of the at least on e 
button mat e rial and ar c disposed in a s e quential order; and 

the, gra phics stream re presents the interactive di spl a y to be overlayed with 
the motion picture; 
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the graphics stream includes a plurality of graphics data sets each fo rming 
a group of graphics data which renders a predetermined state of the graphical 
button materials; 

the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders differe nt 
predetermined states of the graphical h utton materials: and 

in oaid display, the_graphics data respectively belonging to a top set and a 
second-place set in the state sets is plurality of graphics data se ts are used for 
presenting an initial display of the interactive display, and 

graphics data belonging to remaining ones of the state-plurality of graphics 
data sets is used for updating the interactive display upon a user operation. 



11. (Currently Amended) A method of reproducing a video str e am and a 
graphics stream which represents an interactive display including a pluralit y of graphical button 
materials to be overlaved with a motion picture , said reproduction method comprising: 

decoding the vide ographics stream; _into a motion pictur e made of a 
plurality of pictures; and 

displaying an interactive display to be ov c rlayod with th e motion picture, 
the int e ractiv e display including at least one graphical button material; wherein: 

the graphics stream includes a plurality of pieces of graphics data sets each 
forming a group of graphics data which renders a predetermined state of the 
gra phical button materials that are grouped under state s e ts ; 

the state sets respectively correspond to different states of the at least on e 
button material and arc disposed in a s e quential order; and 



489093 



10 



Patent 
92478-8400 



the plurality of graphics data sets respectively renders different 
predetermined states of the graphical button materials; and 

in said displaying, the graphics data respectively belonging to a top set and 
a second-place set in the state sets in plurality of g raphics data sets are used for 
presenting an initial display of the interactive display, and uses the graphics data 
belonging to the remaining ones of the state sets plurality of graphics data sets is 
used for updating the interactive display upon a user operation. 
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REMARKS 

The present amendments to the claims are supported by the specification and drawings of 
the present application and do not introduce any new subject matter. 

It is believed that these claims are directed to a single invention for purposes of a Petition 
to Make Special. 

If there are any questions with regards to this matter the undersigned attorney can be 
contacted at the below listed telephone number. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being transmitted via facsimile to the 
USPTO at 571-273-8300 on August 21, 
2006. 

By: Sharon Farnus 

Signature 
Dated: August 21, 2006 



Very truly yours, 

SNELL & WILMER L.L.P. 




^kegistration No. 25,124 

600 Anton Boulevard, Suite 1400 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Telephone: (714)427-7420 
Facsimile: (714)427-7799 
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